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04 March 2022
Dear Parent/Carer
Welcome back after half term.  I hope everyone had an enjoyable break.
This week we returned to whole school assemblies for the first time in two years!  Y1&2 could not believe how many children were sitting behind them and Year 6 seemed ever so grown up right at the back.  It was quite emotional welcoming our community back all in one space at the same time.  We talked about #teamFrontStreet, looking after our school and our world and held the children of Ukraine in our hearts.
World Book Day
WOW! What an amazing array of colourful hats the children have worn today. It has been a wonderful day celebrating books and authors. The children have read books, shared books, designed hats, and most of all have had fun! There will be lots of photographs on the website so please take a look. 
World Book Day encourages children to see reading as a superpower. We hope that our celebrations have brought some joy and hope to our school community at a challenging time.  
Parent Evenings
We would like to invite you into school to meet with your child’s class teacher and look at your child’s books either Monday 14th March or Tuesday 22nd March.  This is the first time we will have held face to face to parent meetings in two years, so we are excited to welcome you all back.  
A link will be emailed out to you today to sign up – appointments are on a first come, first served basis. If you would prefer a virtual meeting then there is an opportunity to state this on the form and it will be organised for a later date.   
Digital Leaders
Our Year 6 children are all very knowledgeable about technology, in an ever changing world, and how to stay safe online. Today in assembly, we announced the children who have been chosen as new Year 6 Digital Leaders for 2022. Huge congratulations to Eleanor, Elisabeth and Isabel (6L) and Elizabeth, John and Joel P (6W).  We are all looking forward to seeing the work they do in and around school in the next few months. 
Internet safety
Children in school are always learning about how to stay safe online.  Please see below a letter that some of our Year 6 children have written especially for parents.
Japan
Satsuki made a presentation for her class about International Girls Day in Japan. Please see below.
School Meals
Unfortunately, the cost of school meals will increase after the Easter Holidays.  At present we charge £2.80 per meal.  This will increase to £2.85 per meal (£14.25 per week) 

COVID
The Department for Education has asked schools to ensure that they adopt sensible measures to continue to control the spread of the virus. These include: 
1. Ensuring good hygiene for everyone. We continue to provide hand sanitiser in classrooms and corridors. 
2. Maintaining appropriate cleaning regimes. We continue to use an enhanced cleaning regime, cleaning communal areas very regularly. Antiseptic and antibacterial wipes are available in every room 
3. Keeping occupied spaces well ventilated. We continue to keep classrooms and larger spaces well ventilated, opening windows and vents as appropriate 
4. Following public health advice on testing, self-isolation and managing confirmed cases of COVID-19. We continue to follow advice from Gateshead Public Health and the Department for Education. 
In response to the recent changes to our risk assessment, I wanted to make clear how we are responding to COVID-19 to ensure the continuing safety of staff and students.
Self-isolation
* Whilst there is no longer a legal requirement for people with COVID-19 to self-isolate, the advice is still to stay at home and avoid contact with other people if you test positive. 
* Pupils should not attend school if they have symptoms of COVID-19 or after testing positive.
* If a pupil lives with someone who has COVID-19 they should continue to attend school as normal.  
 The Department for Education has given guidance to schools: “In most cases, parents and carers will agree that a pupil with the key symptoms of COVID-19 should not attend the school, given the potential risk to others.” 
Schools have been given authority to refuse a student attending school, however, if, in our “reasonable judgement, it is necessary to protect other pupils and staff from possible infection with COVID-19.”

Further information can be found on Gateshead Council website:  https://www.gateshead.gov.uk/article/16474/Safety-in-schools



ONS Anti Body Testing
Front Street is one of 180 schools across England taking part in the COVID-19 Schools Infection Survey 2 (SIS2). Together we are protecting school pupils, staff, their families and communities as we learn more about the virus. To sign up to SIS2, follow this link https://studies.ons.gov.uk/s/MTQSTW/ and enter our unique reference number 108350.  Please see information below from ONS.  The next round of testing is on Wednesday 16th March 2022.
Thank you for wanting to participate in SIS2. However, if you have previously registered for SIS2 testing in November 2021 or January 2022, you will be already registered to take part and do NOT need to register again. Once registered for SIS2 you are eligible to take part in all the rounds.

H J Gladstone
Headteacher

Dear parents/carers,
Last week was E-safety week, and so the children in school learnt about how they can stay safe on the internet. It is also vital that parents do their best in keeping their children safe when using technology. Over the last few days, Year Six put together a list of ways you can keep your child safe online.
One of the many ways you could do this is checking your child’s browsing history, to ensure all online content that your child is using is age appropriate. Checking messages and used apps also help to ensure this. 
You can add privacy settings to monitor your child’s account and devices. By doing this you can set screen time limits, activity records and track their mobile. Once you have built trust with your child, you may be able to remove some of these safety precautions. You can add these limits on several devices such as: Xbox, PlayStation, Nintendo Switch, IOS devices and Windows 10 devices. 
Bad language is also a problem for children online and in messages as it can be a bad influence. There are clean versions for many inappropriate songs, yet some videos on YouTube, Instagram and TikTok can also carry unsuitable content. To keep your child protected against this danger, please make sure the songs they listen to and the videos that they watch are appropriate for their age, or at least a suitable version.
Privacy is very important. Personal information can be dangerous if it is revealed, so parents must always check their child’s activity online for anything personal that they might show. Some things that should not be revealed are address, email, phone number, age, name or passwords. They should not use their real name on games or send photos of themselves to any strangers online – especially inappropriate photos. 
Talking to strangers on the internet can be dangerous. They might lie about their age to convince children to want to meet up with them. A way to fix this is by checking who they chat to and making sure they only friend people that they know in real life. 
Children who often go online should know what to do if a ‘pop up’ appears. This could be someone trying to send a virus into their device. They should always report it to a trusted adult before clicking on anything. Hackers do this often. Sometimes if your child reveals their birthdate people can hack them, as birthdays are often passwords. Please make sure that your child’s password is NOT anything personal such as birthdays, names, pets or anything else similar. They can contain these in their passwords, but it is recommended to have something else in. 
On games, it often has places where you can buy objects linked to that game, such as power-ups and costumes. This is fun to do; however, you must make sure your credit card isn’t connected to the game on the child’s account. Children can accidentally purchase products which can lead up to a large bill. 
Thank you for your co-operation in reading this letter and making certain that your child is safe online. Safety is important when using technology, so please take time out of your day sure at least one of these precautions is put into action.
Yours sincerely,
#TeamYearSix
#TeamFrontStreet
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Dear Parent/Carer,

Your child's school is taking part in the COVID-19 Schools Infection Survey
(S1S2) to help assess children’s immunity to COVID-19 in schools.

We need to increase the number of pupils we are testing. This will enable
us to provide better data, which in turn can help to keep schools open.

Please enrol your child into this important study to help protect children
and staff at school.

© To learn more about the study and what is involved, please watch this video.

How can my child take part?
Complete the following steps on your computer, tablet or smartphone.

Go to: https://studies.ons.gov.uk/s/MTQSTW/

Read the attached information about the study and what it means

for your child and your family.

Complete and submit the online consent form and short questionnaire.
Your child will be enrolled in the study when the consent form
and questionnaire is completed and submitted.

@ There is no confirmation email sent after you complete the enrolment.
You only need to enrol your child once for them to be part of the study.
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Why are we doing this study?

We want to find out how many school pupils have developed antibodies against the
virus and how this may change over time. The information we collect will help inform
policies to protect school pupils and staff.

The study is being conducted by the Office for National Statistics, in partnership with
the London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine and the Immunisation Department
at the UK Health Security Agency, working with the Department for Education and

is funded by the UK Health Security Agency.

Once we have collected results from all of the schools taking part in the study, we are
able to produce statistics about the number of school pupils that have previously been
infected by the virus over the course of the academic year and statistics on the results
from the questionnaires. We are able to produce a report following each round of
testing and publish it on the ONS website.

The latest results from the COVID-19 Schools Infection Survey are available
to read now:

+ Latest data on antibody levels in pupils.

+ Latest data on mental health and Long COVID in pupils.

« This important data wouldn't be possible without the participation
of pupils on the study.

What does the study involve?

The study involves antibody testing via an oral fluid (saliva) sample, as well as
completing a questionnaire. If you would like your child to take part, we would like

you to complete a consent form and a short questionnaire about each of your children
that you enrol. Once this is completed, your child will be a participant of the study.
Unfortunately, we are not able to offer testing to children in pre-school/nursery years,
50 if you have multiple children in a selected school, please only register those who are
in reception or above.

‘A team of study workers will visit your child's school before Easter, to facilitate collection
of an oral fluid (saliva) sample to test for antibodies against the virus.

We will also ask parents to complete a follow-up questionnaire around the time of
testing. In this questionnaire we will ask about your child, their general health and their
wellbeing. There will also be some questions on whether they have had COVID-19, and
opinions of COVID-19 vaccines. This will be key to informing policies to help children
and their education following the pandemic.

The study is voluntary, you or your child do not have to take part and you can withdraw
from any round of testing without giving a reason.
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If you have any questions, please contact the helpline on 0808 196 1270
or email Covid-19@ons.gov.uk

Thank you for contributing to this important study.
Yours faithfully,

The Schools Infection Survey team
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