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Information about Front Street Community Primary School.

Contact details for our school:

Front Street Community Primary School

North View
Whickham

Newcastle Upon Tyne

NE16 4AY
Tel: 0191 4881941
Email: frontstreetcommunityprimaryschool@gateshead.gov.uk
Website: www.frontstreetprimary.co.uk
Chair of Governors: Mrs K Mitchell
Head Teacher: Mrs H Gladstone

Early Years Leader: Mrs R Wilkinson
Welcome to Front Street Community Primary School.

Welcome to our school. At Front Street Primary School we are a Rights Respecting School who strives to provide a stimulating, safe and happy environment where every pupil can achieve their potential by supporting the UNCRC. More details can be found within our RRSA policy.

Starting school is a significant part within your child’s life. We are aware how important this experience is to you and your child and we will take pride in working with you during this special time.

We hope you find this booklet useful and informative as it aims to answer some of the queries you might have about your child starting Reception.  However please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any further queries or concerns.

Reception class:

At Front Street Community Primary School there are two Reception classes. There will be one class teacher and one teaching assistant, based in each class. 

What will my child need to wear for Reception?

The children at Front Street Community Primary School are required to wear a school uniform. This consists of a pair of grey trousers or a grey skirt/pinafore, socks, grey or red tights for girls and a white or red shirt/polo t-shirt and a red jumper. Your child must have black school shoes, not trainers. Your child will also need a red reading folder, which is used daily to carry your child’s reading books to and from school. It would be helpful to attach a small key ring to your child’s folder, so they can recognise it with more independence. Please note that no jewellery is to be worn at school. 

Reception children are encouraged to be independent and develop their own self-care skills such as getting dressed and undressed, changing their shoes and taking on and off coats. Remember belts and unfastening buttons can be very tricky when going to the toilet. 

Please ensure all items of clothing and footwear brought into school are named as other children may have the same items of clothing.

Parental involvement:

At Front Street Community Primary School Reception, we feel it is essential for you to be involved in your child’s development and assessment. Parents are encouraged to upload on to tapestry whenever they feel that their child has achieved something special at home or gained a new experience. Any new experience and achievement is celebrated in Reception. 

At Front Street we offer an ‘open door’ policy so that parents are able to discuss any aspect of their child’s development with a member of staff. We hold regular drop in sessions for you to keep up to date with your child’s progress. We also provide parents with weekly overview newsletter to ensure parents are kept up to date with the school. There is also a whole school newsletter available online each week.

School Times:

Morning: 8:40am – 11:45am 

Afternoon: 12:45pm – 3:15pm 

The cloakroom door will open at 8:40am for your child to start their school day. There will be a member of staff available until 8:45/8:50am as the register will then be taken and the door will be closed. 
Punctuality and Attendance:

Regular and punctual attendance is of paramount importance in ensuring that all children have full access to the curriculum. Valuable learning time is lost when students are absent or late.

Home time:

The teacher must only release children into the care of individuals named by the parent. On days when this is not possible, due to unforeseen circumstances parents must telephone the school office to inform the teacher of who will be picking their child up on that day. Home time for Reception children is 3:15pm. The children will be lined up and dismissed one at a time. 
Breakfast club and After school club:

Please contact Whickam Playzone for more information
School Meals: At present, all Reception children are eligible for free school meals. This is following current Government policy. A menu for the whole year will be issued at the beginning of the academic year. The children complete their lunch choice on a daily basis as part of their self-registration as they enter school each morning. If you have any queries about this, please speak to Mrs Wilkinson
Packed Lunch: At Front Street Community Primary School we promote healthy eating as part of our ‘Healthy School’ and ‘Rights Respecting’ (article 24) status. All our school meals are planned and prepared in accordance with the School Food Standards, providing children with healthy and nutritious meals. If you choose to provide your child with a packed lunch, we ask that the packed lunch also complies with our ‘Healthy School’ status by consisting of healthy food and drinks. More information on healthy packed lunches is available on our ‘Food in School’ policy available on our school website.
Water Bottles: Your child will need to bring in a named water bottle when they start school. Please try to make this water bottle unique and recognisable to your child. This water bottle will be available within Reception for your child to access whenever they need it throughout the day. Water bottles will be sent home daily to be washed, refilled, with water only and returned. Your child is not permitted to bring snacks or other drinks into Reception.
P.E 

All children will need a P.E kit: this consists of black shorts, a red t-shirt and black gym shoes. The P.E kit is stored in a red drawstring bag. Please bring in your child’s P.E bag for the first week of school. The kit bag is stored at school and sent home each half term for washing. 

Outdoor clothing: 

Your child will be taking part in daily outdoor activities. At times it may be wet and/or muddy in the areas we choose to work; therefore, we advise that your child brings to school a named pair of wellington boots, which can be kept at school for regular use. You will also need to ensure that your child has a warm waterproof coat, a hat, scarf and gloves to wear during the winter and cold weather. A named sunhat and named sun cream will also be required for the warmer weather. If you bring in the named items they can all be kept in school and used when needed.

ALL ITEMS OF CLOTHING, BAGS AND FOOTWEAR MUST BE NAMED.

Home-School communication:
We have three online apps that we use, DOJO, School Jam and Tapestry. We required information from parents to allocate links to this app and will update with messages on DOJO and assessment information about your child on Tapestry and School Jam. You will also receive a home-school diary that we use to communicate to parents. This book is checked daily in school. This book is for you to send messages to your child’s teacher or inform them of their progress.

A Cash-Free School:
We are a cash-free school and ask parents to pay on-line for any trips etc. so the Reception staff can start the children’s day without delay. The system we use is called ‘Agora’ and in September each parent will be given an activation code for their child. 

Extra Funding and Free School Meals:

Schools and nurseries can claim extra funding (e.g. Early Years Pupil Premium and Pupil Premium) from the government for eligible children. We can use this money in lots of different ways to benefit your child. This funding is important to us, so we ask all parents/carers to fill in the form included in the data collection pack, so we can check to see who is eligible. Children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 will be offered a free healthy school lunch and children in other year groups will also be offered a free school lunch if their parents/carers receive any of the welfare benefits listed on the form. 

Our aim is only to ask for this information once while your child is in our school however if any of the information changes during this time please let us know.

Parking:

A lack of car parking spaces around our School can cause inconvenience to our neighbours and other traffic and can be hazardous to pedestrians. Please be considerate and safe when bringing your child to and from school. Please park away from the school entrances and leave your car for as short a period as possible. As a Rights Respecting School we are asking parents to put our children’s safety as paramount. 

Data Collection:
There are various pieces of information we need to collect in order to keep your child’s record up to date. Please complete the forms and return to the School office ASAP. Please note we will be unable to allow children to take part in transition week without having their emergency details and medical information form returned to the School Office. 

What will my child do in Reception? 

At Front Street Community Primary School, the focus for learning within the Early Years is based on each child as an individual, providing them with a wide variety of activities based on the seven areas of learning. The activities are carefully planned through a variety of adult led activities and child-led play opportunities, which occur both indoors and outdoors. These activities are well-structured following the interests and needs of the children. The Reception environment is built around the seven areas of learning in order to provide opportunities to achieve the current Early Years Framework and the Early Years Learning Goals. These are as follows:
· Personal Social and Emotional Development

· Communication and Language

· Physical Development

· Literacy

· Mathematics

· Understanding of the World 

· Expressive Arts and Design
The Government have are currently proposing a NEW Early Years Curriculum from 2021. More information and updates to follow at a later date.
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Personal Social and Emotional Development:
Within our Reception unit the children will be provided with opportunities and experiences to develop their own relationships, self-confidence and self-awareness. Our children will be encouraged to develop their ability to share and manage their own feelings and behaviour following Reception rules and routines. We want to encourage our children to develop their independence with their own hygiene procedures, decision making as well as selecting and using resources.  We also encourage our children to develop their understanding by expressing their own views and needs as well as listening to the views and needs of others. We will encourage our children to take turns in small groups, activities and conversations. The use of circle time and role play opportunities will be a focus to extend our children’s understanding and development.
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Communication and Language:

We ensure that consistent, daily opportunities are available for our children to encounter a range of experiences in order to develop their speaking, listening and attention skills. This will allow our children to extend their understanding of themselves and their peers as well as to begin to communicate with others. Activities such as circle time, listening to stories and following instructions will enhance their listening and concentration skills. Your child will then progress towards expressing their own needs, talking about ‘here’ and ‘now’ whilst re-enacting roles and experiences from their own lives. Your child will extend their speaking, listening and attention skills by communicating with ‘how’ ‘what’ and ‘why’ questions between adults and peers. Communication and Language is modelled by the adults consistently within Reception therefore your child will develop confidence with their own communication and language skills.
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Physical Development:
Within this area of learning children experience opportunities of moving and handling. We also encourage children to develop their independence towards health and self-care skills through the use of practical activities. Physical development is encouraged through the use of active learning, supporting their co-ordination, control, manipulation and movement. Physical development is extended through their gross and fine motor skills. Children will develop their use of scissors, threading beads onto a string, running, kicking a large ball, using pedal bikes as well as climbing and completing jigsaw puzzles.  Your child will be encouraged to identify the effect exercise has on their body and given the importance of healthy choices in relation to food. Your child will also take part in weekly P.E lessons in the main school hall, please see the P.E kit list further on in the pack for what your child needs.



Literacy:
Within this area of learning we focus on developing your child’s awareness and skills of reading and writing. The children will have numerous opportunities to mark make and develop their use of fine motor skills and their pincer grip throughout all areas of their play. The use of the early stages of emergent writing will progress towards your child’s understanding of writing. Your child will begin to understand that writing has a purpose, which will encourage them towards their writing journey. Your child will be exposed to a rich reading environment where they are able to look at stories and illustrations independently or with peers. They will also have the opportunity of listening to a variety of new and familiar stories which will be read to them on a daily basis. 

Once your child has settled into Reception they will take part in a daily ‘Read Write Inc’ session which is a lively, exciting phonics programme. This teaches children their letter sounds and will support them towards their reading and writing journey in their life.
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Mathematics: This area of learning encourages our children to develop their understanding of mathematics through the use of problem solving and reasoning. We encourage our children to learn, explore, talk about and develop their understanding through practical opportunities to develop their confidence within mathematics. We enjoy activities in small groups such as counting, singing counting rhymes, comparing quantities and sorting activities. We use mathematical language within our play experiences, extending your child’s knowledge and understanding through the use of numbers, shape, space and measures. We look at real-life mathematics such as shape and money too. We encourage children to take part in mathematical challenges and problem solving with their peers.


Understanding of the World:

We will support our children’s knowledge, skills and understanding to help them make sense of people and communities, the world and technology within their learning. This area of learning emphasises the importance for children to ask questions, explore and investigate the world around them. We ensure that your child’s learning is supported by a variety of opportunities and equipment such as iPads, interactive whiteboards, story phones and programmable toys. We allow the use of a wide range of tools, ensuring they are used safely and for the correct purpose. Children also have the opportunity to encounter and investigate people, communities and living creatures. We believe the use of sharing real-life situations and experience will develop your child’s learning and understanding, whilst making your child’s learning as practical, valuable and relevant as possible. This can be done through the use of your child’s ‘My World’ book linking evidence from home to school.


Expressive Arts and Design:
At Front Street Community Primary School, creativity is part of our daily routine. We will support your child’s exploration within their play, allowing them to explore media and materials whilst extending their thoughts, ideas, imagination and creativity. Opportunities will be provided to ensure creativity is consistent and extended, such as music and movement activities, imaginative role play and a variety of art and design technology tasks. 


Outdoor Environment:

The outdoor environment will be used within the daily routine and aims to enhance learning opportunities within Reception. Your child will be able to access resources outdoors to enhance their development of the seven areas of learning. The outdoor environment is crucial towards developing each child’s independence, physical development as well as exploration and investigation opportunities. We share our large, developing outdoor area with our Nursery.
Finally…

Please do not hesitate to contact us at any time if you have any queries or concerns about your child starting school. We would like to ensure your child has a happy, confident and rewarding time in Reception, therefore the use of working partnerships will benefit your child’s time at Front Street Community Primary School. 

