
 

10 January 2020 

 

Dear Parents 

 

Happy New Year and Welcome back.  I hope everyone had a lovely Christmas and Santa was 

kind to you all.  We are now all back into the swing of school life and no doubt looking 

forward to the exciting events in 2020. 

 

STEM week 

We’ve enjoyed another successful STEM week this week with the theme ‘Our Diverse Planet’. 

Teachers have planned sessions that encourage children to think about the key skills that are 

at the root of STEM jobs. There has been a lot of practical technology and visits/visitors 

galore including Nissan, Northumbrian Water, Newcastle University, Royal Grammar School 

and Galliford Try (to name just a few)! We’d like to thank parents who came into classes to 

share their STEM expertise too! Mrs Smith will be looking at entries to the STEM 

competition with science ambassadors next week and we will announce the winner next Friday. 

Thank you to all those who participated.  Thank you to Mr Pallas and Mrs Smith who worked 

hard behind the scenes to organise this exciting week. 

 

Attendance 

Congratulations to the 103 children who had 100% last term Well Done! 

 

School Meals 

School meals should be paid on Mondays in advance for the week.  For parents who 

persistently do not pay for lunches, we will request a packed lunch.  Unfortunately, we cannot 

supply a school meal unless it’s paid for. 

It is anticipated that the cost of a school meal will increase to £2.75 after Easter. (£13.75 

per week) 

 

Invitation to Parents 

This term there will be no Friday Sharing Assemblies.  Instead you are invited to join a 

maths lesson with your child.  See Dates below. 

 

Can You Help? 

Reception need some help to collect a variety of sticks to contribute towards our fairy tale 

topic this half-term. We would like as many sticks of any size and shape to be brought to 



school by Monday 13th January. These can be given to any of the Reception team when the 

doors open at 8:40am. 

 

Year 1  

PE kits - please ensure all PE kits are in school from this Monday. We will have one outdoor 

lesson and one indoor lesson - children will need appropriate outdoor PE clothing to take part. 

Phonics Word Packs - The Spring sets of words are coming home now. Please work on these 

with your child. Once your child has had the 7 sets, they will repeat the sets again to 

consolidate their learning of reading the different sounds.  

Phonics Screening Check - In June your child will complete the statutory phonics screening 

check that all Year 1 children in the country do. It is very important that we have your full 

support this term - you can help us by - reading regularly with your child, listening to your 

child read each night, completing the word sets sent home, learning and practising spellings 

and any other phonic related home work. There are lots of resources that are available on 

line that could help your child if your simply google - Year 1 phonics screening check game 

ideas.  

Year 5 

This week the children have been given a set of spellings to revise following assessments last 

term. These spellings will be the focus of this week's homework for English. My Maths has 

been set as usual.  

Today, the children in Year 5 have taken part in a whole day of workshops delivered by 

Durham University archaeologists on the theme of Ancient Greeks. A donation of £3.00 per 

child would cover the cost of this. Payments can be made via Sims Pay. Thank you. 

Year 6 

Races Visit: some of Year 6 will be attending Newcastle Racecourse on Monday 20th 

January - letters to follow in due course.  

Parent Evenings: Year 6 have parent meetings on Monday 27th, Tuesday 28th and 

Wednesday 29th January from 3:30-5pm. Appointment slips will be sent out next week. 

These meetings are different to the rest of school and will focus purely on current 

progress and attainment relating specifically to SATs.  

Preparation for SATs: There will be a meeting for parents/carers on Friday 28th 

February, where teachers will share information on timetables, expectations, revision etc. 

This will also be the date of our 'sharing assembly', which this term is a maths workshop 

linked to how we teach calculation methods. We hope to see you there.  

'Meet the Papers' - Friday 24th April - Year 6 'Meet the Papers' – 8:45-10:20am. The 

Year 6 teachers will be holding a Kingswood meeting for parents followed by a SATs 

introduction to the papers. We will be sharing strategies for solving problems and for 

supporting children in accessing the more difficult elements of the maths, reading and SPaG 

papers.   

Homework Club: This will re-start next Wednesday 15th January.  

 

PE day for Year 6: This will happen on a Tuesday afternoon and this term is dance with a 



coach. Children can come to school in PE kit as usual - no shorts please (unless worn under 

tracksuit bottoms).  

 

Clubs 

All clubs start next week until week commencing 23rd March.  

There are spaces on Tuesdays Dance, Friday Animation for Years 3 – 6 and Friday tennis 

for Year 1-6 (New Club). All other clubs are full.  If you would like to add your child to the 

waiting list please let the office know. 

Tuesday  Dance – 3.20pm – 4.20pm for Years 3-6, 10 weeks - £30 

Friday Animation – 3.20pm – 4.20pm Years 3-6, 5 weeks - £15 (under trips in 

SIMS Pay) 

 Tennis (New Club) – 3.20 – 4.20pm Years 1-6, 9 weeks - £27 (this will be 

available on SIMS Pay in Tuesday to pay) 

There are no clubs on Thursday 13th or Friday 14th February. 

There is no Choir this term. 

Payment must be made before your child commences in the clubs. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

HJ Gladstone  

Headteacher  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diary Dates Spring Term 



January 

Wednesday 15th     Eco Assembly 

Monday 20th     Year 6 Newcastle Racecourse  

Monday 27th     Year 6 Parents evening 

Tuesday 28th     Year 6 Parents evening 

Wednesday 29th     Year 6 Parents evening 

 

February  

WB 3rd      Mental Health Week 

Thursday 6th     Whole School   Sing2Sing 

Friday 7th      Reception Parents  Maths Lesson 

Monday 10th, 11th & 12th       Year 1 and 2 drop ins for maths 9:00-9:30 

Friday 14th      Mental Health workshop 

BREAK UP FOR HALF TERM 😊 

 

Monday 24th February   SCHOOL REOPENS 

Friday 28th      Year 6 Parents invited into Maths lesson 9am 

 

March  

Friday 6th      Year 5 Parents invited into Maths lesson 9am 

Tuesday 10th     Year 6 Spring Sing at the Sage 

Wednesday 11th & Thursday 12th  Parents Evenings Nursery – Year5 

Friday 20th      Year 4 Parents invited into Maths lesson 9am 

Wednesday 25th     FOFS Film Night 

Friday 27th        Year 3 Parents invited into Maths lesson 9am 

 

 

 

April 

Wednesday 1st    Music Workshop in school for children 

Dance Festival at the Sage 6pm (details to follow) 

Friday 3rd    BREAK UP FOR EASTER HOLIDAYS 

SCHOOL REOPENS MONDAY 20TH APRIL 

 

Friday 24th     Year 6 Parents invited in for SATS 9am 

 

MONDAY 4TH MAY SCHOOL IS OPEN. THE GOVERNMENT HAS CHANGED THE BANK 

HOLIDAY TO FRIDAY 8TH MAY TO COINCIDE WITH VE DAY CELEBRATIONS. (Some 

2020 calendars & diaries do not reflect this change). 

 

YEAR 6 SATS WEEK COMMENCING 11TH MAY. 

 
 

 



January 2020, 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Reading is one of the most important life skills, and at Front Street Primary 

School we are committed to ensuring that our children have the best start to 

their reading journey and develop a love of books.  

Time set-aside to read is essential and your role is vital in the development of 

your child’s reading. You can help your child to become an enthusiastic and fluent 

reader by providing experiences that lead to success. Here are some ideas to 

try: 

• Keep a variety of favourite books available so that your child can look 

through them independently. 

• Variety is important so try and introduce different genres, diaries, non-

fiction, poems, biographies etc. 

• Wordless books are fabulous for encouraging oral storytelling.  

• Encourage reading for information for example, following the instructions 

on a game and reading aloud recipes. 

• If your child has an older sibling encourage them to listen to their brother 

/sister read, they can act as the ‘expert’! 

• Younger children can also model their reading skills to soft toys, they make 

great listeners but are not so good on advice! 

• Library visits are so important and a great way to source new books. 

Whickham library is open Mon-Saturday, times do vary and if you can get 

to Gateshead library they have even more choice! 

• Be a reading role model. If they see you reading for pleasure this will 

encourage them as well.  

 

If you could complete the reading questionnaire which can be found on our 

Facebook page, it would be really appreciated or follow the link below to 

access it. It will only take two minutes! 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/N2S5X8Q 

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Mrs O’Neill 

Assistant Head  
 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/N2S5X8Q
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/N2S5X8Q

